June 30, 2010
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Nelson Torres preaches: Real Freedom Galatians 5:1
Are You Teachable? Mark 4:33-34
So, Who Is He...To You? Mark 4:35-41
What Legion Keeps You From Following Jesus? Mark 5:1-20
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AT A GLANCE AT Central Christian Church
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Pacesetters at the Benini Sculture Ranch, Jun2024,
Johnson City, Texas
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The Child Care Pizza Michelle Ruiz’
Fundraiser will be- | New Address

gin on July 19th! 142 Minh
Come by the office tpSan Antonio, TA
place your order 78213

Thank you, thank you and once again
§thank you. | do not cease to give thanks
for you. Ephesians 1:16 (RSV)

* My God “shower” God’s blessing upon
:you. Grace and Peace, Rev Brett W 0

:* You don't realize the value of a shower *j
:until you are faced with the option of notyy ;v
:having one. Thank you so very much for ,
:allowing us to use your facilities. Many
§b|essings to you all! Julie Coe

July Elders

. Paul Nunley
. Karen Bassette:

) . Don Deal .

» Jerry Hamilton | N
. Betty Nunley -
$ % . Les Bettis ey
. Roger Tolar | g2
Cecille Martinezi
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You're invited to a Couple's Bible Study at the
home of David & Ashley Morgan. Couples of all
ages are invited to attend. Singles who desire to

attend are always welcome as well!
We're studying "Devotions for
a Sacred Marriage."

Please contact Ashley @ 210-324-3544 or
morgans815@gmail.com for more information and t&¢/ RSo
Ashley knows an approximate head count.
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Thom Albin, Senior Minister Email: tpalb2 ~ @hotmail.com Cell phone: 210-218-8606

THOM'S THOUGHTS June 28, 2010

Recently on our date night, Denise and | vision makes a huge
went to see the new movie The A-Team. It's difference in a congre-
based on the old television show by the same  gation’s life.
name. The Ieadef‘ of Thg A-Team has a favorite 2 We rebuilt our infra-
saying. He says, “I love it when a plan comes to-

., structure. Three years
gether.

ago we had very little

Central has a plan and it's been coming  workable administra-
together in great ways lately. For example, so fartive, committee or min-
in 2010 we have received over 30 new memberslistry structure. Together
That is awesome! God is doing a great work in  we have completely restructured, rebuilt and
our midst. God has a plan for us and it is work- re-energized our ministry life. Now we have
ing! Since long before actually joining you here lots of people doing ministry. It's wonderful!
at Central | have felt that the Lord has a great
plan for us. In our first 33 months together we
have received over 75 new members. Wow! God
is truly at work. People are coming into relation-

ship with the Lord. People are growing in Him. task together. We don’t work in secret or con-
Good things are happening! God's plan is work- trary to each other. We are a team. We share
ing. It's not just about numbers of people though. 1554, We work with the Lord toward the

In April a group of recently ordained Disciples same common goal of growing and building
ministers from a group called the Bethany Fel- our church. | believe these three things show
lowships met here at Central to pick our brains God's plan for us. He wants us to be healthy
about what we are doing. They had studied our to grow and to be strong. His plan for us is ’
website and found that we are just what they working. The numbers show it. The strong
want to study in order to become healthy pastors ¢ nee of joy in our Lord and in our church

of healthy churches themselves. (Speaking of theShOWS it. Our strengthening faith shows it.
website, through June 16, 2010 our great new _

website has received 263,368 hits! In all of 2009 ~ There is a lot more to do. | know as well

we had only about 25,000 hits.) as anyone that not everything is yet perfect. It
h h I ked hat ol never will be. We’re all human after all. We, 1,
The Bethany Fellows asked me what plan;, 5| the time. But we then get up and get

we have followed to bring us the growth, health back to work. The plan has more to it. There's
and strength they see in us. | thought for a mo- still work to do. But it is great to see that the

ment and shared three Lord’s plan is coming together in a good way.
things with them. Let’'s take our breathers when we need them,
but let’s do continue to work together prayer-
fully, faithfully, lovingly, joyfully as our Lord
works his plan in us.

3 . We are working together collegially. In
other words we are working together as part-
ners in ministry. Working together collegi-
ally, or in partnership, means we share the

1 . We re-embraced a vision of Central as a
growing, healthy, alive church. | found out
after being with you about a year that there
had been a time recently when many of our
folks had thought Central might die. We In Christ, Thom
don’t think that any more. We are alive! We

are growing! We are healthy! That change of
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Associate Minister’s Corner:  Father's Day Celebration
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VACATION PLANS AND PREACHERS

Thom and Denise will be on vacation from June 28ugh July 10. They are travelling%
to Colorado to share in the wedding of one of D&gifong-time friends. They will also====
be celebrating their tenth wedding anniversary ttogge They will take some more vaca- &
tion time when daughter Kathy will be here July18-On the two Sundays Thom will
miss we will have the opportunity to hear two otperachers.

On Sunday June 27 Jan Howden will preach for ushd&ds a Master of Arts degree in Theology and
Spirituality from St. Mary’s University. She alsolds a Master of Divinity degree from Oblate
School of Theology. Additionally, she has earndabator of Ministry degree in Proclamation and
Worship from Austin Presbyterian Theological Semyné#n addition to her academic achievements
Jan has been an active lay woman in her churchh&héeld many leadership and ministry positions.
She is a published author as well as a skilledtsplrdirector. She is an officer in Toastmasteard a

has been a leader in 4-H. She and her husbantk&dIretreats together as well. We are greatly-look
ing forward to hearing Jan preach.

Our wonderful associate minister Nelson Torres pridach on Sunday July 4th. Nelson has been a
licensed minister in the Disciples of Christ foveral years now. He recently finished his first ssm
ter of seminary in the on-line Master of Divinityogram through our Disciples’ Phillips Theological
Seminary in Tulsa, Oklahoma. Nelson works withrusa many areas of church life. He is a joy to do
ministry with. We look forward to his sermon as lwel

Please pray for Thom and Denise so that they \aileha good, restful, restorative vacation. Pray for
safe travels for them too. In addition, please Keah of these preachers in your prayers.
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Roxana Torres

Children’s Minister
roxitorres7@gmail.com

Sunday School from 9:45 - 10:45

THANKS! | want to thank everyone who contributed one wagrer
mmmy T, TR ARG other to the success of our 2010 VBS. We have shen
P PR e precious seed of God’s Word and we have faithithets

|| SN ) | T fallen on good ground!!! We had an outstanding i§od
RS SR L@ Team of leaders and volunteers who, with God’s ek
RGLNENNIME) Y, lowed the children to experience God's presencel@re
ﬂﬂ%ﬁﬂ___ 'F\!E?_‘! ) In Jesus Christ,
S AN J

L Roxana Torres

Share Goas Word

Fun at Vacation Bible School 2010!
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The Board of Directors of Inman Christian Centemisst grateful to the
CWEF of Central Christian Church (Disciples of Chrisan Antonio,
Texas for their most generous donation of $500e @in-going relation-
ship between Central Christian Church and Inmans@tan Center is one
that Inman treasures very much. Central’'s CWHle&s most generous
to Inman in every capacity over the years, and rgaraleed appreciative

of their work and thoughtfulness.

God’s blessings on you, CWF!

President, Board of Directors

Inman Christian Center
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Class Unit

Nursery and

Toddlers God Made Animals

Preschool

One Big Room Wanted: Heroes for
(5-10) God

Juniors
(Chi Rho) Teachings of Prayer

Young Teen

(Girls Only) Being Real

Pl alalalal alal e e o e el ol ol el ol ol ol oM o o el al el el el ol o oV oV o N oV oV el e a N

Teacher

Amber Cerna

Yvonne Bettis
Ruru Chen
Melanie Torres

Roxana Torres
Melanie Torres

Rachel Caldwell
Juana Diaz
Roxana Torres

Tami Johnson
Ashley Morgan

The Unit Themes changes every month.
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= The following words are from Kenneth C.
= Haugk’s book, Don't Sing Songs to a Heavy

One of the most carelessly used reli-
gious phrases purporting to

= offer comfort is “It's God’s will.” Of the re-
= search participants

Ewho had been told that their suffering was
*God’'s will, 93 %

: reacted strongly and negatively. Some
= were quite outspoken in

= their reaction. A typical response was, “It
= took me years to work

Ethrough my anger toward God and much
= prayer and personal

Estudy to figure out that God is there to help
= us through our issues,

= and that God cries when we cry.”

= One implication of saying to a hurting per-
*son “It's God’s will” is

Ethat the hurting person should not feel the
= way he or she is feeling.

= “I's God’s will” is often a way of minimiz-
=ing or explaining away

= feelings and hurts. Many things do hurt,
=and that's reality. To try

Eto lessen hurts by explaining them as part
= of God’s plan is to deny

= the right that we have as humans and as
= Christians to feel what we

- feel.
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Whatever your particular beliefs about
God’s will, remember that

it's always easier to view a painful situa-
tion as somehow part of

God’s will when you are not the one suffer-
ing. You might believe

that you can assist a hurting person by
helping him or her to see

the situation “from God’s perspective.”
But who of us can see any

situation wholly from God'’s perspective?
... No matter how

convincing they sound, they do not know
the will of God for you.

When bad things happen, people don’t
need platitudes and clichés.

They need to be able to lean on each other
and support one another.

How can Stephen Ministry help? Stephen
Ministers are available to listen to concerns
without being judgmental, to express em-
pathy, to be there in times of trouble, and to
speak with words of comfort and love. We
can provide the care of a person who will
meet with you weekly, pray with you, reflect
your thoughts, and keep your conversa-
tions confidential. In Stephen Ministry we
have a trained man Stephen Minister who
will meet with an individual man to listen
and provide Christian care. Likewise, a
trained woman Stephen Minister is avail-
able for a woman with similar concerns. If
you would like more information on how
you or someone you know could be visited
by a Stephen Minister, contact one of the
Stephen Ministry Leaders: Berniece Reed
at 830-980-3967 or Connie Smith at 341-
3928.
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Kristie Acufia, Childcare Director
Email: cccdc007@yahoo.com
Phone: (210) 226-9672

Jennifer Maille, Bookkeeper/ Interim Secretary
Email: JennRH4@gmail.com
Phone: (210) 227-5273 or (210) 227-4052

George Gregory, Organist
Email: ggbellstx@aol.com
Phone: (210) 822-0416

Charles Flores, Choir Director
Email: charles.flores@nisd.net
Phone: (210) 227-5273

Main Church Email: cccsa@cccsa.org

Weddings: cccsa.wedding.coordinator@gmail.com

Thom Albin, Senior Minister
tpalb2@hotmail.com

Nelson Torres, Associate Minister
nelson@nelsontorres.com

Roxana Torres, Children’s Minister
roxitorres7@gmail.com
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Mark your Calendars!
The Ice Cream Social is July 18!
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