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June 09, 2010 
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June 13th and 20th 
 

Bring Nonperishable Food 
for CAM 

Bags will be  
provided! 
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Pacesetters are 
planning a trip to 
the Benini Art & 

Sculptures Ranch in 
Johnson City on 

June 24th. There are 
120 sculptures on the outside for viewing from 
the bus; others are indoors. All those who have 
made reservations must be at the church before 
8:30am. Cost is $8 plus lunch. Please call the 

church if you cannot attend. 
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June Elders 
Robert Caldwell 

Rene Bryant 

Betty Nunley 

Cecille Martinez 

Bill Sims 

Don Deal 

Roger Tolar 

Please check your 
information for 
the Membership 
Directory by the 

glass display, 
across from the  
office. Updates 

are needed  
on addresses, phone numbers,  

and e-mails. 
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** RUMMAGE SALE ** RUMMAGE SALE ** 

You're invited to a Couple's Bible Study at the 
home of David & Ashley Morgan. Couples of all 
ages are invited to attend. Singles who desire to 

attend are always welcome as well!  
We're studying "Devotions for  

a Sacred Marriage."  
Please contact Ashley @ 210-324-3544 or  

morgans815@gmail.com for more information and to RSVP so  
Ashley knows an approximate head count. 
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Thom Albin, Senior Minister           Email: tpalb2 @hotmail.com          Cell phone: 210-218-8606 

 What a wonderful Pentecost celebration 
we had at Central! There were 184 people in 
worship and 81 in Sunday school. The Austin 
Academy Mariachi Band presented wonderful 
music.  Our choir sang a great anthem.  The 
hymns were sung with joy. Taryn Morris came 
forward and joined the church. The Reading 
Chorus shared the Good News of the Pentecost 
story in many languages. We worshiped and 
heard from God.  People were wearing red all 
over the place! It was a great day! 

 Pentecost is the Christian holy day that 
calls us to action. As we heard, the celebration 
of Pentecost is all about God the Holy Spirit be-
ing with us to lead us into and empower us for 
ministry. We looked at how the first Christians 
responded to the coming of the Holy Spirit. We 
explored a few chapters ahead into The Acts of 
the Apostles. We discovered that the early 
church worked with God the Holy Spirit to save 
souls and grow disciples, heal hurts and fill 
needs.  That is what Pentecost is all about! 

 We can not let that stop. Too often in the 
Christianity of today we just let these things dry 
up. We decide that a few trained people will 
handle these things and the rest of us can just sit 
back and politely pray and go to church and 
read our Bibles. The problem is that when we 
do just that and only that, Pentecost dries up.  
The Spirit is quenched. The fire is extinguished.  
The ministry of Pentecost is left unfulfilled. The 
church becomes weak and powerless with no 
influence or impact on the world around us.   

 I believe that the work of Pentecost is 
still what the church should focus on today. We 
must let God the Holy Spirit use us to save 
souls and grow disciples, heal hurts and fill 
needs. We need to follow the example of the 
early church.  How are we here at Central doing 
at that? Is the call to Pentecost ministry really 
still working among us? 

We’ve seen lots of 
new members here. In the 
last thirty-three months 
sixty-seven people have 
walked down the aisle at 
church in response to the 
invitation. There’ve been 
twenty-five in 2010.  Ap-
parently we are saving 
souls. But are all of them here regularly?  Are 
all of them involved and disciple? No, not all of 
them are. There is more that we must do in this 
area.   

Are we ministering as well as we can to 
those around us at Central and outside the 
church? Are we doing all we can to heal hurts 
and fill needs? Just look around us. There is 
much that we are doing that is good and godly.  
But there is more yet to be done. People still 
hurt and have needs.   

How is the Spirit going to use us to save 
souls and grow disciples, heal hurts and fill 
needs? The only way to discern the answer to 
this is through prayer, devotion to the Lord and 
a complete turning over of ourselves to Him.  
The early Christians were completely devoted 
to the Lord. They were sold out to God.  Pente-
cost happened because they were open to God 
the Holy Spirit. Are we?   

Can Pentecost continue in our church?  In 
our lives? In the community around us? The 
only thing that can stop the power of Pentecost 
from happening through us is us. Let’s let God 
the Holy Spirit have his way with Central Chris-
tian Church. Let’s pray this in and pray this 
through. Let’s keep Pentecost going strong! 

 

In Christ, Thom 
 

THOM’S THOUGHTS                          May 28, 2010  
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Associate Minister’s Corner:“ Being a Church “ 
 

 We want people to come to Central Christian Church 
and be able to see something different from what they see 
outside. We want them to see the love of Jesus Christ in 
action. They don’t come to see us sitting together listening 
to great music and perfect sermons. They are looking for a 
place where they could see families being transformed by 
the love of Jesus Christ into a community of believers that 
though not perfect are well loved and well cared for by each other. Where else 
can you find such a place on Earth? Where else can people go with broken 
hearts and be restored?   

  
     So now there’s a problem! We can not give what we don’t have. The 

only possible way for people to come to Central Christian Church and experi-
ence the Love of Jesus Christ is by us (members) having love for each other. 
When we have genuine love for each other the collective proper relationship 
with God occurs and from there, our worship to Him flows. It is not the per-
fect music or the perfect sermon or even the particular style of worship what 
will transform and/or restore lives but the manifestation of our congregational 
love.     

  
   Love needs time in order to grow. We need to give each other time for 

our love to grow. We need to join one or more groups in the Church. We all 
need to be part of Sunday School! Our small groups are design for the mem-
bers to share in a more intimate setting their experiences, their joys and frus-
trations of their journey. There is a Sunday school class ideal for you at our 
church! Other great opportunities are the Church committees, Pacesetters, Be-
nevolence sewing group, CMF, CWF, YABS, choir, the children’s ministry 
and volunteers. Get involve and allow the love of Jesus Christ to flow and to 
transform lives. Join a group, bring your talents and share them with all of us. 
This my dear brethren is called “Being a Church”. 
 

     
                                        In Jesus’ Love,  Rev. Nelson Torres 
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Vacation Bible School 

Thom on vacation 

Thom on vacation 
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Children’s Minister 

roxitorres7@gmail.com 

Sunday School from 9:45 - 10:45 

What Did You Learn? 
When your child comes home from church each week, ask, “What 

did you learn today?”  Invite your child to tell the stories heard and to de-
scribe the activities experienced.  Ask questions and make comments to 
help your child learn even more.  Set an example as a learner by spending 
time each week learning in an adult Sunday school class and in daily Bi-
ble study at home.  Remember to let your child know that we are never 
too old or too young to learn something new. 

Different Ways to Learn 
 

Children learn in different ways.  Some children learn by reading 
and writing.  Some children learn by drawing pictures or designing mod-
els.  There are children who learn through art, music, sport, dance –and 
the list goes on!  Some children learn by working with others, while some 
children prefer to learn independently.  Regardless of how the learn, every 
child is a gifted learner.  

Vacation Bible School is currently under way! 

On our first day we had 70 Children, and attendance 
just grows daily! Its not too late to join us! Come by to 

volunteer or send your child. We have Splash Zone 
scheduled for Sunday, June 13th!  

Come celebrate with us!  
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HAVING FUN  
on the PATIO at 

CENTRAL CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH! 



 

 

 

 

�
�
�

�

June 2010 Page 9 

���������	�
���
��������	
���
���������	��
����
�����������������

������ �!�������"����
�#�$�%�!����&��'$���(�

�

)�#�$��'��������*��'����'���������� �
���+�,,---.��/�$
�'&0
$.��1,#��������
��$�,***
� �

���� ���� �������� �������� �������� 				 



 ��������
���� ���
�������������������� ����

���������	
�������������

��������	���������

�

���������		

���
������� �
�

��������������	���� �

���������	
�	���
�	�������
����
�������
��������������	������

�

�������� ��������������
�

�������	�������������	��������	��
�	����������� �



Writing in a pamphlet entitled, “Thankfulness 
Even When It Hurts”, Susan Lutz says:   

 ... The Lord sent his Son to buy our free-
dom from this kingdom of darkness.  Then 
he sent his Holy Spirit to live within us so 
that those who trust in him, even while we 
are still on earth, are nevertheless safe in 
his presence and guided by truth. 

This is why we should not complain 
when God calls us to be thankful when we 
are suffering, or when we don’t have all the 
answers!  Rather, we should be thankful!  
Being thankful is God’s way of giving us a 
direct line to him, an instant and intimate 
connection to a powerful and loving Fa-
ther despite all the evil that surrounds us.  
It is a way for us to leapfrog over all the 
things we do not understand and cannot 
fix, to put ourselves into God’s loving, 
powerful arms Being thankful does not 
mean living in denial, suppressing our feel-
ings, or ignoring reality.  It means being 
honest, but bringing all those things to a 
God who has promised to love us and dem-
onstrated it by sending his Son to be our 
Savior.  It brings us nearer to heaven, and 
helps us to overcome the world. Jesus said, 
“Come to me, all you who are weary and 
burdened, and I will give you rest.  Take my 
yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am 
gentle and humble in heart, and you will 
find rest for your souls” (Matt. 11:28-29). 

Where are you?  Maybe you are realiz-
ing that you need to begin at the beginning, 

and ask the Lord to bring you into this kind 
of relationship with him.  You are encour-
aged to take that step. Maybe you are al-
ready a Christian, but you’ve allowed 
other voices to control the way you’ve lived 
your life.  God has been crowded out, and 
too often you’ve been left in bondage to 
your own sins and failings, and to difficult 
people and circumstances.  Listen to the 
Lord again: 

“‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ 
declares the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you 
and not to harm you, plans to give you a 
hope and a future. Then you will call upon 
me and come and pray to me, and I will lis-
ten to you.  You will seek me and find me 
when you seek me with all your heart.  I 
will be found by you,’ declares the Lord. 
‘and will bring you back from captivity’” 
(Jer. 29:11-14). 

Listen to the Lord, and respond with 
faith---and thankfulness. 

  

How can Stephen Ministry help?  We can 
provide the care of a person who will meet 
with you weekly, listen to your concerns, 
pray with you, reflect your thoughts, and 
keep your conversations confidential.  In 
Stephen Ministry we have a trained man 
Stephen Minister who will meet with an indi-
vidual man to listen and walk through diffi-
cult times.  Likewise, a trained woman 
Stephen Minister is available for a woman 
with similar concerns.  If you would like 
more information on how you or someone 
you know could be visited by a Stephen Min-
ister, contact one of the Stephen Ministry 
Leaders:  Berniece Reed at 830-980-3967 or 
Connie Smith at 341-3928. 
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Kristie Acuña, Childcare Director 

Email: cccdc007@yahoo.com 

Phone: (210) 226-9672 

 

Jennifer Maille, Bookkeeper/ Interim Secretary 

Email: JennRH4@gmail.com 

Phone: (210) 227-5273 or (210) 227-4052 

 

George Gregory, Organist 

Email: ggbellstx@aol.com 

Phone: (210) 822-0416 

 

Charles Flores, Choir Director 

Email: charles.flores@nisd.net 

Phone: (210) 227-5273 

 
Main Church Email: cccsa@cccsa.org 

 
Weddings: cccsa.wedding.coordinator@gmail.com 

Please check your information for the Membership  
Directory. Updates are needed on addresses,  

phone numbers, and e-mails. 
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Central Christian Church 
720 N. Main 
San Antonio, TX 78205 
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Thom Albin, Senior Minister  
 tpalb2@hotmail.com              

Nelson Torres, Associate Minister 
 nelson@nelsontorres.com          

Roxana Torres, Children’s Minister 
 roxitorres7@gmail.com       

����������		�
������
���������
������


