Central Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
CONTACT A publication of Central Christian Church

(Disciples of Christ), San Antonio, TX

is published twice-monthly, except the week of Chri stmas,
for the dissemination of religious news.
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Welcome

Teresa Yancey

joined our church

on
February 21.

Terrick Alsbrooks

joined our church
on

February 28.

saptls

Our condolences to Lola
Burton on the death of her
nephew in law (Craig
Austin) who passed away
March 2. Pray for Lola's
family as they mourn their
loved one.
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Dear, dear church family
members..... Thank you so
very much for your prayers,
emails, cards, notes and
phone calls of love and
support following the death
of my sister and Jenny's
aunt. Please know you
have helped me, Roger,
Jenny, Dennis and Cul-

len and my family through a
difficult time. My sister's
youngest daughter, Tonya,
was an active member of
Central during the summers
of her high school years
and | have shared with her
the loving attention you
have given.

Love and Blessings...

Pat Garland




STEPHEN MINISTRY

An important theme of the Lenten season is the hunmaty of Christ. In Jesus,
God became human and fully experienced the wide rge of
emotions we all encounter in life. Jesus experientdimes of loneliness, sadneg
hurt, anger, disappointment, grief, and abandonment This is part of being hu-
man. Another part of being human is a need of helfrom each other. God neve
intended us to be completely self-sufficient. Paf God's plan is for each of us t(
turn to others for help when we need it.

So when you are experiencing difficult times, don'struggle alone. Our Stepher
Ministers will walk with you, listen to you, encourage you, pray with you, and
provide confidential one-to-one care to help you ttough tough times. Stepher
Ministers can bring the love of Jesus back into yauife. Paul wrote in 1 Thessajf
lonians 3: 12, “May the Lord make your love increas and overflow for each
other and for everyone else, just as ours does fgou.”
In Stephen Ministry we have a trained man Stephen hister who will meet with an individual man to lis-
ten to concerns, feelings, and walk through difficli times. Likewise, a trained woman Stephe
Minister is available for a woman with similar conerns. If you would like more information on how ya

or someone you know could be visited by a Stepheniister, contact one of the Stephen Ministry Lead}

ers: Berniece Reed at 830-980-3967 or Connie Sm#h341-3928.

2010 BBA/LRGV & CPA
Annual Men's Retreat
February 19-20, 2010

Disciples Oaks
Gonzales, TX
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THOM'S THOUGHTS March 8, 2010

So what do you think? Did March come in like a lb&dm | remember in
elementary school that our teacher taught thatifikeas some kind of scientific
principle. It does seem kind of interesting thas ttransitional month between
winter and spring does seem to follow the old adabjlee general consensus of
folks | talked with is that March did in fact comelike a lion. Now we’ll see
how it goes out.

Have you ever known a Christian like that? Theyneoon like a lion at first. They are
gangbusters for Jesus! They do everything, goyelesre, are at every event, pray every
prayer, teach every lesson, do every ministry. s€helks sadly too soon burn out. They are
very enthusiastic for the Lord and for his bodg thurch. But too much too soon can burn
out anybody. They were lions at first, but theyrevout like little lambs.

There are some of these “super Christians” who hase been Christians for a long time.
They too can sadly burn out if not tended propeilye had a couple at one of our churches
who told us when they turned sixty that they wesang to retire from ministry. They felt they
had done too much for too long. Their retiremadnd last long. They soon got back into
things, but at a rate they were more comfortabtl.wi

| met a young woman at an event one time. Shepnasably around thirty years old. The
next youngest people in her church were well ih@rtfifties. When she arrived they asked
her to do everything. She was very willing...attfirSoon she began to feel tired all the time.
She told me she was leading the congregation’sybuth groups, teaching a Sunday school
class, leading a CWF circle, chairing at least committee and helping lead worship each
week. By the way, she also held a full time j&he was over busy. Too many of these folks
end up leaving churches.

During Lent we are examining our relationships wite Lord Jesus Christ. Sometimes our
“busy-ness” can get in the way of our faithfulnesgge you too busy doing God-stuff? Do you
need to re-assess where your efforts are goingg?warexpecting too much of you? As part of
your Lenten self-examination | encourage you taosisty look at all that you are doing for
Central. Is it too much? Is it getting in the wafyyour relationship with the Lord? How can
we help you serve the Lord more effectively?

We all need to do ministry and be in a small grand worship each week to grow healthy
and strong as Christians. But don'’t let yourselftdo much. Find the right mix for you.
Have you been coming on like a lion? Talk withu¥eabout it. He’ll help you figure it out.

In Christ, Thom



DISCOVERING CENTRAL

There are several new faces at Central. Are yauafrthem? To help welcome our new
friends to Central and to help each person becow fiully part of the church we will be
offering ourDiscovering Centraklass.

The class will be led by senior minister Thom AlbikdVe will look at Central’s history and
our connection with the Christian Church (DisciptésChrist). We will explore how a person
becomes a Christian and what that means. We aak bt how a person grows as a follower
of Jesus Christ. We will find out all the ways araa be actively involved in Central. We will
also discuss baptism, communion, prayer, Bibleysamdl several other topics.

Discovering Central will be held downstairs in rodB88 from 9:45 till 10:40. We will meet
on four Sundays, April 11, 18, 25 and May 2. Ttiess is for all new members and all who
might be thinking about joining Central. Or if yorijust curious about the church you can
come too. We hope you'll join us.

WALK THE PRAYER LABYRINTH

Have you ever heard of a Prayer Labyrinth? It wadking path that acts as a vehicle for
helping people release themselves into prayer @gd. For many people the act of moving as
they pray helps release their hearts, minds arid faipray at a deeper level. Many people
have found enormous breakthroughs in their prayezs|when they walked a Prayer
Labyrinth.

We are borrowing the Prayer Labyrinth that belotagshe Bluebonnet Area. It will most
likely be set up in Makin Hall. We will let you kv the specific times and dates it will be
available. Then just come and walk and pray. Weparage everyone in the church to take
advantage of this great opportunity for Lent.
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Associate Minister’s Corner: Blessings of Lent

Lent has become the second most significant seasons for me

spiritually (Christmas is still number one). For the last three

years | have taken on spiritual disciplines that have made a

rather significant shift in my spiritual life. It all began with our
Lent devotionals here at Central. This year’s devotional “The Sanctuary for Lent” by
Robert V. Dodd is an excellent way to make our spiritual journey from Ash
Wednesday to Easter Sunday. Add to it early morning silent walks to meditate on
God'’s creation as you listen to it. The sound of birds searching for food, dogs
barking as | go by their territory, the bugle call (Reveille) at Randolph AFB and the
sound of morning traffic as people start marching to work are all part of God's early
morning manifestation. All this followed by 30 minutes of Bible reading and praying
and | am ready to conquer the world, one day at a time. | encourage you to try it.
We still have free Lent devotionals at church by the glass display.

Lent is a beautiful time to share with others God’s presence. Itis a great time
to visit our homebound and share with them our Lent
devotionals. We need to encourage them to enhance their own spiritual disciplines
through listening to God’s nature, praying and reading the Bible.

What Blessings of Lent are waiting for you today?

Visiting Katherine and Jeanne
Lennard is one of my Blessings of
Lent.

From left Jeanne, me and Kathe-
rine resting in bed.

| wish you all many Lent blessings.
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Did You Know...
The Child Care is a ministry TOO?
Share the good news about the
Central Christian Church Child Care!

Referral Program:

Refer a new child to the center who stays for asti@0 days, and you can earnja
$25 qift certificate to the restaurant of your cedi

Parents of the child care can receive 1 week’sttrg®n for referrals.

The CCCCC Offers:
Breakfast, lunch, and snacks at no extra charge
Part Time enroliment available
Flexible hours 6:30 AM- 6:00 PM
Parents Night Out, a monthly babysitting opportynit
Summer programs for school-aged children includB&

Central Christian Child Care Center
“A heart for all God’s Children...In the Heart oi¢ City”
720 N. Main Ave.—226-9672
Director: Kristie Acu a
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CHURCH WOMEN UNITED
College Scholarships available
College scholarships are available to graduatingigh school seniors
(boys or girls) and to women 25 or older who wanta attend
college to better themselves. Usually these are(fb6 The forms to
apply are available in the church office or see Bt Minyard.
The DEADLINE to apply is April 15, 2010
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To send an email to the church, please use the
church email address: cccsa@sbcglobal.net

To send an email to Mary Lou, please use this email
address: centralchristianchurchsa@gmail.com

SHINE"
/{%/‘ Christ
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
9:30 am CWF | |CAM 6:30 pm Wedding |2 pm Wedding
Rehearsal
10:30 am CWF | 5:30 pm Wedding . 5 pm Wedding
Il & 1ll Meet in Committee Mtg 5:30 pm Wedding
) Rehearsal
member’s homes
7:30 pm Choir
practice
I 8 contact |9 10 11 12 13
3rd Sunday in Lent 10 am Staff Mtg |9 am Sewing CAM 4:30 pm Wedding | PaceSetters to
Group rehearsal Pearl Farmer’s
9:45 am Pastor’s Class | 6 pm Worship ) Market
Commitiee Mig | .30 nm 7:30 pm Choir
: _ t ) .
CROPWALK Executive Cmt practice 4:30 pm Wedding
Mtg YABS
144th Sunday in Lent 15 16 17 18 19 20
9:45 am Pastor's Class 11 am CWF CAM 6:30 pm Thom’s 10-30-12:30
Membership cmt mtg Meeting Mentoring Group BBA Council
i
after worship 11:45 am CWF 6:30 pm Bell Mtg here to plan
Luncheon Choir area
2 pm BBA Disciples ) ) assembly
Women Hill Country | Mary Lou on vac | 6:30 pm Board 7:30 pm Choir
Christian Church Jacobonvac | Mtg practice
Amber on vac ‘
21 22 contact |23 24 25 26 27
5th Sunday in 1:30 pm CAM 9 am CMF
Lent 10 am Clergy Leadership 11:30 Alamo _
Staff Team Cluster Clergy Choir rehearsal
9:45 am Pastor’s Class Meeting 6:30 pm Bell
Potluck Luncheon— Choir
Survey Report 7:30 pm Choir
practice

Cantata28

Palm Sunday

DMF Easter
Offering

9:45 am Pastor’s Class
Evangelism Meeting
after worship

YABS

29

30

31

Daylight Savings Time begins on

March 14




Inman Christian Center

Honors Banguet &
Silent Auction

Sunday, April 11
Makin Fellowship Hall
Central Christian Church
720 N. Main Ave.
San Antonio, TX 78205
Silent Auction: 5:30 pm—Dinner: 6:00 pm
Cost: $30.00 donation

Dan and Judy Saucedo will be recognized as Voluntee rs of the Year (Decade?) for
their invaluable work at Inman for so many years. A nd this year, Central Christian
Church will be honored with an award for its innume rable contributions to Inman.

Members of Central who are on Inman’s Board are: Kr  istie Acuna, Dawn Ezell, Eric
Ezell, Pat Garland, Mary Lou Gonzalez and Cecille M artinez. Leona Pappas is an
Honorary Member, after serving on Inman’s Board for 30 years. Rev. Polly
Morrison from North Central CC and Rev. Larry Garci a and Rev. Janie Harrison
from Hill Country CC are also active members of Inm an’s Board. Other
members of Inman’s Board are Hilario Alvarado, Rand y Becker,
Guillermo Benavides, Mike Garcia and Tina Torres.
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